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	Upcoming events: 11th Polish Film Festival


Please mark your calendar for another upcoming event – the Polish Film Festival will be held on 11/19 and 11/20 in the Rackham Building which is located at U of M’s Central Campus in Ann Arbor. For more details please check the next issue of our Newsletter.

	Personal Changes in the Board of the PAC Ann Arbor Chapter 


During the last session of the Board of PAC Ann Arbor Chapter on 09/06/2004 our secretary Mr. Mitchell Ozog resigned from his duties. The resignation was accepted by the president. We wish to thank Mr. Ozog for his efforts and input towards the work of the Executive Board of the Ann Arbor Chapter. 




 Mr. Piotr Myc has been nominated to act as a secretary in his place. We hope that Mr. Myc’s long experience working for the board will lead to his success in filling the duties of this role. All the members of the community wish the new secretary the best of luck. 
	Siberian Foundation

Help to the Victims of Stalin’s Deportation


Thanks to generosity of our members we were able to collect over $2,200 for the Siberian Fellowship.
This will support one graduate student for 1 year to study at the University of Opole, Poland. We would like to thank individual donors who made generous donations to the Siberian Fund and for the generosity of all our members during the auction at our Polish Picnic. The auction alone brought $506 to the Siberian Fund. Again our group has shown that together we can make a difference! Thank you all For the individual donations supporting the Siberian Fund we want to thank: Andrzej and Krystyna Dolata, Tadeusz and Ewa Jozefiak, Jerzy and Krystyna Bobowski, Irena Thiel, Wanda Thiel, Loretta Skewes, Irena Kliman, Michal Olszewski, Ewa and Andrzej Pawlak, Robert and Yvonne Wertenberger.
	Who is Who in our Community
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Adam and Wanda Filipiak live with their 14-year-old daughter, 2 dogs and 2 cats on the farm where the last annual bonfire was held. Adam met Wanda, when they were both studying at the Veterinary School in Warsaw. They married and since then have been always together. After graduation and residency, as fresh veterinarians, they moved from Warsaw to settle down in the country. Adam specialized as an andrologist at reproductive bulls testing station. Wanda worked as a veterinary inspector at local butcher shop (no wonder they survived “meat reglamentation” time). However, living in the country was not as romantic as they thought and after 3 years of difficulties blending in with the local socio-political situation, they decided to move back to Warsaw. Adam continued his specialization in andrology while Wanda started a job in Neurophysiology at the Nencki Institute of Experimental Biology. She worked on conditional reflexes and its correlation with amygdales. After a while they both decided that they needed a change in their lives. Just in time, they won a green card lottery, and they decided to try their luck in America. Adam and Wanda arrived in the United States in 1990. Soon after their arrival their daughter Julia was born. They had to start from scratch with nothing but 2 suitcases and 100 bucks. Adam had to take any job he could to support his family. After 2 years he bought a semi-truck and established his own business as a contractor. He enjoys his job, but most of all, he likes the country-cowboy lifestyle that comes with it. Not having a boss has its advantages, too. Initially, Wanda stayed at home to raise Julia but later started to work at a veterinary clinic in Detroit. After 9 years living in Hamtramck, the Filipiak family moved to Tecumseh, MI. Wanda found a new job in the Unit of Laboratory Animal Medicine at the University of Michigan. Now she works as a Research Associate in the Transgenic Animal Model Core Facility at U of M. All details about her job were recently published in her interview for Gazeta Wyborcza. As a family, the Filipiaks enjoy kayaking, biking and downhill skiing. Adam takes pleasure in scuba diving, hunting and riding his new Honda motorcycle. 

	Letters


Last year the PAC Ann Arbor held a fund raiser for Sylwester Herbowicz a sick boy in Poland. The collected money (over $ 1000.00) is spent towards his rehabilitation, to buy orthopedic shoes and to purchase equipment that allows him to exercise at home. We would like to inform all our members, especially those who made donations that the boy is doing well and just started the 1st grade.  In a recent letter, the mother expressed her gratitude for all the donations made. “…Bardzo mocno dziekuje za wsparcie, jakie moj syn otrzymal. Za przekazane pieniadze, ktore wplynely na konto, syn bedzie mogl wyjechac na rehabilitacje. …. Teraz juz wiem, ze za granica ludzie sa bardzo zyczliwi…”.

	New Polish magazine!


We would like to take the opportunity to introduce the new Polish Magazine “Profile”. The magazine deals with current socio-cultural issues. “Profile” is published every other month in Polish under editorial director Alicja Karlic in Rochester Hills, MI. We are looking forward to the 3rd issue October-November 2004! Ann Arbor Chapter is proud to be a sponsor of this new initiative. 

“…Z radoscia przyjelismy wiadomosc o powstaniu nowej publikacji, Pani czasopisma "Profile”… Uwazamy ze Wasze Pismo jest na wysokim poziomie i swoim charakterem odbiega od istnijacych czasopism na "polonijnym rynku". Chcemy poprzec te inicjatywe nasza skromna donacja wysokosci $150.00... “.
If you wish to obtain some more information on Profile please go to  - www.pismoprofile.com
	October in Polish History
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October '56 thaw and "Small Stabilization" 

The people of Poland had to wait until 1956 for the political terror to wane. That was when Stalinism was officially repudiated in the USSR, and after the death of the PZPR leader Bolesław Bierut and the Polish workers' strikes and protests in Poznań (28 June), changes occurred in the regime. 
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The Palace of Culture and Science in Warsaw, built in 1952 - 1955 as a “gift” from Stalin.
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In October of that year, after a sharp conflict within the Communist Party and difficult negotiations with the USSR, Władysław Gomułka once again became leader of the Party and head of state, initially with the support of the nation. The new First Secretary used the new situation to reduce Poland's dependence from the USSR. Gradually, political prisoners were released from jail; and the Polish Primate, Cardinal  Stefan Wyszynski was freed from the house arrest. 

Enforced agricultural collectivization was dropped; a negligible volume of private business was tolerated. Recovering from the wartime devastation, Poland now entered the "small stabilization" period.  However, Gomułka soon backed out of the liberal course. The PZPR was still the absolute power in Poland. The conflict between the government and society became more and more patent. The clash between State and Church during Poland's millennium celebrations (1966), and student strikes (March 1968), as well as the anti-Semitic campaign started by the Party in 1968 underpinned the nation's disenchantment with the Gomułka government. 



Polish Film Festival Committee:
If you would like to make a contact regarding Polish Film Festival, please send e-mail to: Andrzej Myc - myca@umich.edu
	FROM  THE BOOKSHELF
Seven Roads to Freedom
Edited by Miroslawa Zawadzka and Andrzej  Zawadzki


“Seven Roads to Freedom” reveals the personal journeys of anguish and struggle of Polish soldiers during the World War II. These wartime stories of seven speakers before the Discussion Club at the American Polish Cultural Center in Troy, MI are authentic narratives of their personal experiences from the period of the last great world war. They possess an exclusive historical value, depicting equally the persistent and the heroic efforts of Poles fighting for their country. This book contains testimonies of Casimer John Dudzinski, Edward Borowicz, Kaz Cimoszko, Sigmund Kornas, Stanley Strzalkowski, Marian Wojciechowski and Chester Korzycki.
	Ongoing sport activities


Soccer schedule: 

Saturdays 10am – 12am and Tuesdays 6pm – 8pm

The men League plays soccer at Clague Middle School (2616 Nixon Rd, Ann Arbor 48105). 

The event is open for newcomers.

	Biking


Occasionally on Sunday mornings we will have leisure bike ride from Ann Arbor to Dexter (along Huron River Dr.) for coffee and bagels. The ride is for 20 miles roundtrip. For details and confirmation please call Krzysztof Galus at 734-761-6563. Racing bikes (kolarzowka) is recommended.
	Contact Us:


 Whenever you have a question, comment, complaint, or you want to be involved in PAC activities, please contact us: 

PAC Ann Arbor Chapter, 

E-mail annarborpolonia@yahoo.com
President, Marcin Szuberla, 

E-mail mszuberl@hotmail.com 

Treasurer, Michał Olszewski, (734) 677-4216,

E-mail olszewsm@umich.edu
Secretary, Piotr Myc (734) 277-4388 or 

E-mail ppmyc@umich.edu
	Polish American Congress Ann Arbor Chapter Board offers Business Card advertising on the PAC Newsletter.

$20.00 fee. Send your business card by e-mail to: annarborpolonia@yahoo.com or by post office with your check made payable to:

Polish American Congress

Ann Arbor Chapter P.O. Box 130763 Ann Arbor, MI  48113

Please Support those who support you by advertising in your PAC Newsletter.
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More information about Amadeus you can find at: http://www.arborfood.com/reviews/amadeus.shtml
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On September 11th we held our annual bonfire at Wanda and Adam Filipiak’s farm. The turn out was really good and all the guests had a great time. We would like to express our appreciation and thanks to the Filipiak’s family for their generous hospitality and for the great effort they put into preparing this fantastic event. It was not an easy task for our hosts and we all owe them a great THANK YOU !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!     Yay!
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