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WESOLYCH SWIAT BOZEGO NARODZENIA ORAZ SZCZESLIWEGO NOWEGO ROKU 2005

May the peace and joy of the holiday season be with you throughout the coming year 2005.

From the Board of  the Polish American Congress Ann Arbor Chapter
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Upcoming events: Pasterka


Our traditional Polish Christmas Mass Pasterka will take place on the 8th of January, 2005 (Saturday) in St Francis of Assisi Church, Ann Arbor. The performance of two Polish choirs, the Filarets and the choir from the parish of Our Lady Quinn of Apostles in Dearborn, will honor this event. The concert of Polish Christmas Carols (Koledy) will start at 6:30pm. The Holly Mass will begin at 7:00pm followed by the informal reception at the Parish Activity Center. Please bring baked goodies to share.
Carnival Masquerade Party

[image: image10.jpg]


Please mark your calendar for the upcoming Masquerade Ball that will take place on January 29th 2005 in Chapel Hill Condominium Club.

We would like to encourage wearing costumes and masks.

This is a potluck type event, so please bring a dish to share. Alcohol drinks are allowed (but won’t be provided). There will be a cover fee $5 (members, students, and seniors), $10 nonmembers. 
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11TH Polish Film Festival, Ann Arbor’04

was a success!!!

We would like to give a gratitude to all of the members of the Polish American Congress, the University of Michigan Polish Club, and the Polish Student Society “Spolem” who helped to organize this event. Most of all, we would like to thank our  sponsors, without whom none of this will be possible. It’s important for us as members and supporters of the Polish Community to continue the polish tradition of quality film making. Events such as this help keep in touch with the culture and values that define us as Polish.

This year’s program was very diverse. It included animations, documentaries, drama, comedy and socio-cultural features. Professor of the Film History at the University of Michigan, Herbert Eagle, moderated panel discussion with our guests, Piotr Kuzinski (“Sound of Batons”), Maciej Jonasz and Jedrzej Jonasz (“Against the Odds”), following documentary movies block on Saturday. The film debut of Dariusz Gajewski, “Warsaw”, which won five Golden Lion awards in 2003 in Festival in Gdynia, was very well received . Sensual  and imaginative “The Garden of Earthly Delights” (dir. Lech Majewski) had its own advocates.
This year we introduced a Polish Film Festival T-shirt designed by Piotr Myc, we hope to continue this initiative. The lucky winner of the dried mushroom lottery was Pawel Strozynski. We all could once again enjoy very delicious polish pies (thank you for donations) – some people come just for them(
Polish Film Festival Committee: Andrzej Dolata, Krzysztof Fidler, Krzysztof Galus, Andrzej Myc, Michal Olszewski, Pawel Paszkowski, Danuta Podgorska, Anna Sidor, Jolanta Skorupka, Pawel Strozynski.

Special thanks to Krystyna Bobowska and Wanda Walasek..
Polish Tradition of Christmas Eve

For Poles, Christmas Eve is a time of family gathering and reconciliation. It's also a night of magic: Animals are said to talk in a human voice and people have the power to tell the future. 

The Christmas tree (choinka), usually a spruce, is decorated on Christmas Eve prior to the meal. The tree is decorated with: stars, painted egg shells, nuts, candies, and painted cookies. The egg symbolized the miracle of birth, star is a symbol of light.
Christmas Eve dinner tables always have one extra place setting to remember absent family members or accommodate an unexpected guest.. As the day began to darken, a child is sent out to look for the first star in the sky. With the appearance of the first star, the Wigilia meal would begin. 

After the prayer the family members share holy wafer "oplatek" with each other.

This is a right time for reconciliation, forgiveness and love. The misunderstandings (which accumulated during the year), injustice, harms and old grudges should be forgotten. 

After sharing the wafer the Christmas Supper finally begins. 
The traditional Christmas Eve supper consists of twelve dishes representing 12 months of the year(in some regions 13) No meat is served during the supper, only fish, usually herring, carp or pike. Other traditional dishes appearing on the table include red borscht, mushroom or fish soup, sauerkraut with wild mushrooms or peas, dried fruit compote and kutia, a dessert especially popular in eastern Poland. Boiled or fried pierogis, Polish dumplings with a wide variety of fillings, are among the most popular Polish dishes. For the Christmas Eve supper, pierogis are usually made with sauerkraut and mushrooms.

After supper all the family gathers around the christmas tree. They sing Christmas carols and open presents. Traditionally carol singers would go from house to house carrying a great paper star lantern, singing carols. At the end of the evening, everyone would go to midnight mass called Pasterka.
Film about Helena Modrzjewska

The Art, the House and the Modjeska Gost a new documentary film made about famous polish actress, Helena Modjeska (Helena Modrzejewska). The directors, Barbara and Leonard Myszynski turned to the PAC Ann Arbor Chapter for support. The film will focus on parallels to Shakespeare's world and the influence of nature and the environment on Modjeska, her art, her drive and passion. 

If somebody would like to get more information about this interesting project please contact the PAC Secretary to obtain the project proposal. All contributions are greatly appreciated and should be send to the PAC Treasurer Michal Olszewski.
December in Polish History

DECEMBER 13th   1981 - Martial Law in Poland                                                                        

On a cold and snowy Sunday morning on December 13, 1981 the Poles woke up to find their country under Martial Law (literally - The State of War or "stan wojenny").  The Martial Law was imposed by the Military Council for National Salvation lead by, then, prime minister Gen. Wojciech Jaruzelski and consisting of 20 other high ranking military officers. 

The WRON declared Martial Law to "defend socialism". They felt threatened by the members of the first independent trade union behind the Iron Curtin - the Solidarity (Solidarnosc). The Solidarity had been founded only 18 months earlier, in August of 1980 after several weeks of strikes. The workers had gone on strike to protest poor living conditions and lack of independent representation. With the birth of the Solidarity hopes were high that the new trade union would help to pressure the government to introduce economical reforms and ease restrictions. The government quickly realized that the Solidarity was a threat to the system. Several road blocks were created to derail the Solidarity but the union seemed to grow stronger. The situation made the Soviets very worried and they, on he several occasions, pressured the Polish government and the Polish Communist Party (PZPR) to de-legalized  the Solidarity. For the Polish government it soon became apparent that the union was too strong and far too popular to simply de-legalize it. A drastic action was need to oust the Solidarity, so martial law was imposed. 
Thousands of Solidarity leadership and activists were arrested and imprisoned without court sentence.  Among those arrested was Lech Walesa, the legendary Solidarity leader. The WRON, in an obvious public relations stunt, also arrested some prominent figures from the previous government.  

In our community there are several people who were affected by the unlawful imprisonment during the years of Jaruzelski’s regime.
From the bookshelf:

A Question of Honor  By L. Olson and S. Cloud


A Question of Honor is the gripping, little-known, and brilliantly told store of the scores of Polish fighter pilots who helped save England during the Battle of Britain and of their stunning betrayal  by the United States and England at the end of World War II.

Centering of five pilots of the renowned Kosciuszko squadron, the authors show how the fliers, driven by their passionate desire to liberate their homeland, came to be counted among the most heroic and successful fighter pilots of the World War II.

A Question of Honor also gives us a revelatory history of Poland during WWII and of the many thousands in the Polish armed forces who fought with the Allies. It tells of the country’s unending struggle against both Hitler and Stalin, its long battle for independence, and the tragic collapse of that dram in the “peace” that followed.

Ongoing sport activities
      
Soccer
Saturdays 10am – 12am 

The men League plays soccer at Clague Middle School (2616 Nixon Rd, Ann Arbor 48105). 

The event is open for newcomers.




Biking

Occasionally on Sunday mornings we will have leisure bike ride from Ann Arbor to Dexter (along Huron River Dr.) for coffee and bagels. The ride is for 20 miles roundtrip. For details and confirmation please call Krzysztof Galus at 734-761-6563. Racing bikes (kolarzowka) is recommended.
Basketball
 Basketball schedule: 

Tuesdays 9:30pm – 10:30pm 

The men League plays basketball at Logan Elementary School (2685 Traver Rd, Ann Arbor 48105). 

The event is open for newcomers.

Strengthening exercises

Strengthening exercises and proper body 
mechanic on the daily bases for any age. All ladies interested in this highly successful workout program please contact Wanda Walasek 734-528-9267.

Membership dues

This is a kind reminder to everyone whose membership dues are still outstanding this year. Your contributions keep our organization and its events alive. The annual membership fee is  $30 a year. Checks payable to the PAC should be sent to the Treasurer Mr. Michal Olszewski. Thank you.

Contact Us:
 Whenever you have a question, comment, complaint, or you want to be involved in PAC activities, please contact us: 

PAC Ann Arbor Chapter, 

E-mail annarborpolonia@yahoo.com
President, Marcin Szuberla, 

E-mail mszuberl@hotmail.com 

Treasurer, Michał Olszewski, (734) 677-4216,

E-mail olszewsm@umich.edu
Secretary, Piotr Myc (734) 277-4388 or 

E-mail ppmyc@umich.edu
	Polish American Congress Ann Arbor Chapter Board offers Business Card advertising on the PAC Newsletter.

$20.00 fee. Send your business card by e-mail to: annarborpolonia@yahoo.com or by post office with your check made payable to:

Polish American Congress

Ann Arbor Chapter P.O. Box 130763 Ann Arbor, MI  48113

Please Support those who support you by advertising in your PAC Newsletter.
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