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Parcels to Poland
Our chapter will continue its charitable outreach to Poland in the form of parcels of clothing. The St. Francis of Assisi school community will contribute used clothing, which will be collected at the school from March 6th to March 13th. We are asking for your help in organizing and executing this program. The clothes will be stored in the main hall of the school. We must pick them up and transport them to Viola and Andrzej Galecki’s home (5575 Villa France Ave, Ann Arbor, MI 48103, phone: 734-327-4794). We will sort and pack the parcels on Sunday, March 13th from 2:00 pm till we’re done… 

Please bring a dish to share, after a job well done we will have a potluck dinner. 

Please come. We need your help!

After the Masquerade Party
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Our masquerade party was a smashing success! We thank everybody who showed up and contributed to the experience and hope that we will have an even higher turnout next year.

An absentminded Cinderella left a pair of black dress shoes. To retrieve shoes please call Danuta Podgorska at 734-623-0321.
The 2005 Annual Meeting of the PAC Ann Arbor Chapter!!!
Please mark your calendars for April 17th,  when we will hold our annual meeting to select the new cabinet for our association. Our previous board will outline our accomplishments this year. In addition, we will have a celebration of the 35th anniversary of the founding of the Ann Arbor Chapter of the Polish American Congress. Look for further details and developments in later issues of this newsletter.


February 14th 

Happy Valentine’s Day!

Siberian Fund

We recently received a letter of thanks from Prof. Piotr Pawel Wieczorek at the University of Opole, Poland for our donation to the Siberian Fellowship. We would like to give special thanks to Mrs. Loretta Skewes for her generous contribution, as well as everyone else who participated.

“… Serdecznie dziekuje za wsparcie naszej akcji pomocy mlodym osobom ze Wschodu.

Aktualnie przebywaja u mnie 4 osoby. P. M. Khrolenko, ktory konczy doktorat (obrona planowana w drugiej polowie roku) ktory ma stipendium Rzadu RP, lecz wczesniej byl finansowany z tego funduszu podczas pobytu we Wroclawiu  u dra J. Boratynskiego, a takze  3 studentow. P. Natalia Ilczuk z Wolynia (Wolynski Uniwersytet Panstwowy w Lucku) i P. Halina Varaksa z Bialorusi  (Uniwersytet w Minsku), ktore realizuja 5 rok studiow i dyplom, oraz P. Andrzej Tymyna z Odessy, ktory realizuje 4 rok studiow.

Serdecznie pozdrawiam,

Piotr Wieczorek”

Prof. Piotr P. Wieczorek

Institute of Chemistry, University of Opole, Poland

e-mail: Piotr.Wieczorek@uni.opole.pl 

Internet: www.zche.uni.opole.pl; www.uni.opole.pl/chemia 

New Members

Our Chapter grows! We would like to welcome a new member, Mrs. Magdalena Peters from Flint. 

Welcome and we hope our new member will enjoy our Chapter events.

Who is Who in Our Community
In the current issue of our Newsletter we would like to recognize Mrs. Jane Kulpinski. 

MY ROOTS RUN DEEP

By Jane Kulpinski

     My life has been interwoven with a myriad of experiences, originating with my birth in the Polish community of Hamtramck, and my baptism at St. Florian Church.

       My parents immigrated to the United States before World War I in search of freedom and prosperity, and away from an oppressive regime which occupied their beloved Poland. They met and married and, subsequently, had a son – my brother, Eugene, and two years later, I was born. When I was ten months old, my parents moved to Detroit where my father opened a small business in a Polish neighborhood. With the birth of my brother, Leonard, five years later, our little family was complete.

     I attended St. Hyacinth Elementary School, Girls Catholic Central High School, Sapho Academy of Dress Design, and Neron School of Millinery.

     Early in life, I developed a strong creative instinct so it was no surprise to my parents when I opted for a career in fashion design. I created wedding gowns and veils, and worked as a bridal consultant at the Detroit branch of Saks Fifth Avenue until I met John. When we married, he obtained a teaching position and we moved to Ann Arbor in 1955. I continued to design clothing for the following eight years.

     In the back of my mind, I dreamed of having a college education. Living in a hub of academia provided me with an opportunity to pursue that dream. When I broached the subject to John, he wholeheartedly supported me in this venture. I earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Eastern Michigan University, and a Master of Arts degree from Michigan State University.

    I subsequently taught at Eastern Michigan University, and Ypsilanti High School where I chaired the Department of Human Resources.

    In 1978, John was diagnosed with leukemia and other forms of cancer, and succumbed to his illness in 1979. Eight years later, after nineteen years of teaching, I retired and turned my focus to writing and painting – activities I had postponed for a lack of time while I was working.

    I joined a writing group of my peers, enrolled in a oil painting class, and volunteered to organize the Learning in Retirement program which is sponsored by the University of Michigan Geriatric Clinic. After eight years, I was asked to serve on the St. Francis of Assisi Parish Council which entailed a three-year commitment. I was also involved in other volunteer duties such as the St. Francis Senior Committee, Ann Arbor Hospice, and others. There activities filled a great void in my life, and yet, since John’s passing, not a day goes by without at least a fleeting thought of the times we spend together.

    During my childhood I read as many books about adventure and travel as I could fit into my busy little schedule and vowed that someday I would travel to the places I read about. I have been fortunate to realize that dream. Over a period of twenty five years, I have visited twenty one countries which included Poland, the country of my roots where I toured  the historic sites, and met my relatives for the first time in 1969, and again in 1986 and 1989. My Polish heritage has always been a source of pride which I developed by osmosis, I suppose. My parents spoke often of their families and of the events in Poland during their childhood. Even Though my father left his home at the age of seventeen, he remained loyal to Poland, as well as his adopted country which he willingly served during World War I. Both, he and my mother, provided many opportunities for us to study the history and the Polish language, encouraged us to retain our Polish identity.

     As an octogenarian, I feel an urgency to complete writing my memoirs, and on painting that one elusive masterpiece I feel I have within me.

Three of Jane Kulpinski’s essays have been published in a collective of memoirs from each member of her writing group.

The Title of the soft cover book is: THE MAN WHO EATS SNAKES. 

If you would like to purchase a copy, place your order at Border’s Book Store, or send your check for $15.00 made out U. of M. TURNER GETRIATRIC CLINIC to:

Jane Kulpinski 

2781 Maitland Drive, Ann Arbor, MI 48105.

Or call: (734) 665-1763.

Film about Helena Modrzejewska

We have decided to pledge $250 to help finance production of the documentary movie about the life of Polish actress Helena Modjeska (Modrzejewska). We are still looking for added support from our members for this enterprise in the form of individual donations. If you wish to help, please make checks payable to: “Solar Eye Communications” and send to: Basia Myszynski, Solar Eye Communications, 2229 Elden Ave. #d, Costa Mesa, CA 92627. For more information please contact Basia Myszynski at basia@solareye.biz.

The Michigan Polish Connection

Be sure to check out the newest edition of the biannual publication resource for the Polish community in the Detroit area. You will find there
information about cultural organizations in Michigan, a complete listing of Polish parishes and their schedules, Immigration and Embassy information. It contains also a 2 year calendar listing major events and attractions, as well as a directory of Polish businesses in Michigan

The purchase price is $3.00. For further information, please contact: The Michigan Polish Connection

3940 Morrissey, Warren, MI 48091

phone: 586-755-1402 or 586-756-7129

www.thepolishconnection.com
info@thepolishconnection.com
Upcoming Events

Fri, Feb 18, 7:30 pm
Copernicus Lecture. “Without End: A Poetry Reading by Adam Zagajewski.” Rackham Amphitheatre. Reception to follow in the Assembly Room. Co-sponsored by the Copernicus Endowment, Institute for the Humanities, MFA Program in Creative Writing, and the Department of Slavic Languages and Literatures.
Statement on Poland and the Auschwitz Commemoration

January 30, 2005 - New York - American Jewish Committee Executive Director David A. Harris issued the following statement:

The American Jewish Committee wishes to express appreciation to Poland for hosting the commemorative event to mark the 60th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau, and gratitude to Polish President Alexander Kwasniewski for his eloquent and stirring words at the ceremony. We would also like to remind those who are either unaware of the facts or careless in their choice of words, as has been the case with some media outlets, that Auschwitz-Birkenau and the other death camps, including Belzec, Chelmno, Majdanek, Sobibor and Treblinka, were conceived, built and operated by Nazi Germany and its allies.

The camps were located in German-occupied Poland, the European country with by far the largest Jewish population, but they were most emphatically not "Polish camps".

This is not a mere semantic matter. Historical integrity and accuracy hang in the balance.

Poland was the first nation attacked by the Third Reich, which ignited the Second World War on September 1, 1939. Polish forces fought valiantly, but were overwhelmed by the larger and better equipped Nazi army that invaded from the west, and then by the Soviet army, an ally of Hitler at the time, which attacked from the east. Nonetheless, Polish forces in exile continued the struggle against

Hitler, together, of course, with other Allied troops, until the war's end. And it should also never be forgotten that, in addition to Polish Jews, who were targeted for total annihilation by the Nazi Final Solution, other Poles, including political prisoners such as Professor Wladyslaw Bartoszewski, who spoke so movingly at Auschwitz on January 27, and who was a key figure in the Polish underground, were also seized by the Nazis and incarcerated in concentration camps.

Any misrepresentation of Poland's role in the Second World War, whether intentional or accidental, would be most regrettable and therefore should not be left unchallenged.

New York, January 30, 2005

Contact: Kenneth Bandler (212) 891-6771 PR@ajc.org

Lisa Fingeret Roth (212) 891-1385 rothl@ajc.org

Membership dues

It’s time to pay your membership dues for year 2005. The annual membership fee remains the same: $30. Checks payable to the PAC should be sent to the Treasurer Mr. Michal Olszewski, 2543 Easy Street, Ann Arbor, MI 48104. This is also a kind reminder to everyone whose membership dues are still outstanding for the prior year. Please keep in mind that your contributions are vital to keep our organization and its events alive.  Thank you.
Ongoing sport activities
Downhill skiing
      Winter! Snow! We have at least a couple more months of this weather. Anyone interested in ski trips to Mt. Brighton or Alpine Valley, please contact Krzysztof Galus (7761-6563).

Basketball
 Basketball schedule: 

Tuesdays 9:30pm – 10:30pm 

The men’s League plays basketball at Logan Elementary School (2685 Traver Rd, Ann Arbor 48105). 

The event is open for newcomers.

Strengthening exercises

Strengthening exercises and proper body 
mechanics on a daily basis for any age. All ladies interested in this highly successful workout program please contact Wanda Walasek 734-528-9267.

Spinning
If you are fond of biking and, despite the cold weather, would like to keep in shape, we suggest spinning! There are a couple of places in the Ann Arbor area that offer this great cardio-vascular workout.

If you want more information please contact Krzysztof Galus (761-6563).

Contact Us:
 Whenever you have a question, comment, complaint, or you want to be involved in PAC activities, please contact us: 

PAC Ann Arbor Chapter, 

E-mail annarborpolonia@yahoo.com
President, Marcin Szuberla, 

E-mail mszuberl@hotmail.com 

Treasurer, Michał Olszewski, (734) 677-4216,

E-mail olszewsm@umich.edu
Secretary, Piotr Myc (734) 277-4388 or 

E-mail ppmyc@umich.edu
	Polish American Congress Ann Arbor Chapter Board offers Business Card advertising on the PAC Newsletter.

$20.00 fee. Send your business card by e-mail to: annarborpolonia@yahoo.com or by post office with your check made payable to:

Polish American Congress

Ann Arbor Chapter P.O. Box 130763 Ann Arbor, MI  48113

Please Support those who support you by advertising in your PAC Newsletter.
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£ New Sunday Brunch
Menu

Open for Lunch 9
& Dinner &
JPATS
Elegant Central European Dining
Pastries - Tortes * Soups * Salads
Traditional Foods & Vegetarian Selections

Candlelight Dinners with Live Classical Music
Wine, Beer, Liqueurs & Special Coffees

122 East Washington Street * (734) 665-8767





You can find more information about Amadeus at: http://www.arborfood.com/reviews/amadeus.shtml
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