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Mrs. Stefania Sielicka, née Saraniecka was born on the 6th of July 1931, in Stanislawow near Lwow, on the eastern side of Poland. When the Soviet forces invaded Poland they took Polish families including Stefa’s; her father, mother and six children. They were put in cattle cars and transported to Kazakhstan, to the deep wilds of Siberia.

The family was devastated when one by one five of the children died of hunger and disease. They felt helpless, as they could not provide them either with food or medicine. They had to bury their children in this inhospitable wasteland.

In 1942 an agreement was reached between Russia and the allies, allowing an independent Polish army to be formed under the command of General Anders. Stefa and her parents managed to get to Uzbekistan and join one of the newly formed camps that were set up for families by the Polish Army.

Stefa’s parents were concerned about their own health, as they knew that they were dying. With a heavy heart they made a difficult decision to give her daughter a chance for life, by giving her away to an orphanage; Stefa’s parents died shortly afterwards. 

Together with the other Polish orphans, Stefa was taken first to India and then to Mexico.

After the war, all the Polish children, were brought to the US and placed with Polish families. When a Polish family in Detroit took Stefa in, a medical examinations which all adopted children underwent, revealed that Stefa had contracted T.B. The doctors removed one of her lungs and her treatment lasted three years. 

Stefa trained as a secretary and worked until she married her husband Edward Sielicki. They moved to Ann Arbor in 1965. They had three children: Krysia, Grzesio and Rysio. Edward died suddenly in 1969 leaving Stefa to bring up the children aged: 3, 5 and 10, on her own.

Brave Stefa, found the strength and courage to provide for raise and educate her children on her own. She worked at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. 

Stefa never complained, never asked for help and always helped others. She was always the first to offer financial help, although she herself earned very little. She took an active part in the Polish Community of Ann Arbor (I am sure you remember her tasty cakes).

Stefa was shy, humble and quiet. She radiated goodness all around her and each one of us is richer for knowing her. We will miss her very much. Her reward ? – a memory in our hearts.

On Tuesday, May 11th, at 11 am, a funeral mass for Mrs. Stefania Sielicka took place at the St. Thomas Catholic Church in Ann Arbor. Accordingly with the last will of Mrs. Stefania, Memorial Fund will be donated to the PAC, Ann Arbor. 
Rest in Peace.

Annuntio vobis gaudium magnum. Habemus Papam!
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After only two days of deliberations, white smoke rising from the Sistine Chapel chimney on April 19, 2005 announced the beginning of the new chapter in the history of the Roman Catholic Church with Cardinal Joseph Alois Ratzinger from Germany as its new Shepard.  His Holiness Benedict XVI was born in Marktl am Inn, Bavaria on April 16, 1927 and has become the first German-born pontiff in 948 years.  As a Prefect of Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, President of the Pontifical Biblical Commission and International Theological Commission and at last as a Dean of the College of Cardinals during the pontificate of John Paul II, former Cardinal Ratzinger was a very influential and powerful figure in Vatican and was rather perceived as a conservatist.  His strict traditionalism earned him number of nicknames such as “Cardinal No” or the “Panzer Cardinal”.  Yet, at the same time, he is described as a very warm and humble person with self-deprecating and intellectually fine-edged sense of humor, so widely appreciated in his predecessor.  During his first appearance as a Pope, the new pontiff offered a warm ecumenical greeting to all non-Catholics and urged humanity to rediscover God to help transform the ills of the world.  Undoubtedly, there is a great task ahead of him and since he entrusted himself to our prayers at his very first public address, let us grant him his wish and pray for the new Holy Father so he would stand up to this enormous challenge…
Congratulations Adam Olszewski!
On April 23, 2005 Polish Language Competitions were held at Orchard Lake. The contest is organized every other year by the Polish Language Teachers Association in the Detroit area and sponsored by the Polish American Congress Credit Union. An Orchard Lake school has been the gracious host. Over 90 students from 4 Metro Area Polish Schools took part in the contest this year despite the snow and bad weather. Prizes for different age groups were awarded during the celebration of the 3rd of May Constitution in Orchard Lake. Adam Olszewski was awarded 2nd place in younger English Speaking group. Awards were also presented to 8 other students from K. Pulaski Polish Language School from Dearborn which the Olszewski children attend on Saturdays. We would like to extend the invitation to all Polish children from the Ann Arbor area (age 3 and up) to join Polish School in Dearborn next year. This is an opportunity to cultivate and preserve Polish language and culture among the young generation here in America.  

Annual PAC Ann Arbor Picnic

Please mark your calendars for our annual picnic. It will take place on August 21st, at the same place as last year (Huron-Dexter Park, Central Shelter #2). More information will be provided later.

Annual Dues for 2005!

We would like to gently remind our members that Annual Membership Dues of $30.00 should be mailed as soon as possible to our treasurer Michal Olszewski, 2543 Easy St. Ann Arbor, MI 48104.

The annual dues are an important contribution allowing us to organize many events and to keep in touch with our members.  Each contribution does not only matter financially, but is also a token of your support for our work.  Thank you for your generosity and your support!

35th birthday of PAC, Ann Arbor
On April 17th, our chapter celebrated its 35th year in service. The commemorative meeting took place in the Pond ABC room in the Michigan Union. The guests were welcomed by the chapter president, Mr. Marcin Szuberla.  Mr. Kazimierz Cimoszko, the first president of the PAC Ann Arbor, read a speech summarizing our achievements and rich history.  Following that, elections of the new officers took place. The newly elected cabinet looks as follows:

President: Mr. Marcin Szuberla

Vice-President: Mrs. Wanda Walasek

Treasurer: Mr. Michal Olszewski

Secretary: Mr. Marcin Osuchowski

Mrs. Krystyna Bobowska agreed to help the cabinet as the Senior Advisor, and Mrs. Barbara Walkowc became our new community advisor. 
During the meeting, a copy of an interview given to Mrs. Teresa Kaczorowska by Mrs. Irena Kliman, was given out to all attending members. The publicizing of the interview was our tribute to Mrs. Kliman for her many years as an active member of the chapter.
A short reception followed the official part of the annual meeting. We would like to thank Danuta Podgorska, Piotr Myc and Zbigniew Robakiewicz for a year long service as officers. 

Ongoing Sport Activities
	Basketball

Tuesdays 7:00pm – 8:00pm.  The men’s League plays basketball at Logan Elementary School.

(2685 Traver Rd, Ann Arbor 48105). The event is open for newcomers.



	Soccer
Saturdays 10am – 12am.  The men League plays soccer at Clague Middle School.

(2616 Nixon Rd, Ann Arbor 48105). The event is open for newcomers.



	Biking
Occasionally on Sunday mornings we will have leisure bike ride from Ann Arbor to Dexter (along Huron River Dr.) for coffee and bagels. The ride is for 20 miles roundtrip. For details and confirmation please call Krzysztof Galus at 734-761-6563. Racing bike (kolarzowka) is recommended.



Contact Us

Whenever you have a question, comment or complaint please contact us:
	President: Mr. Marcin Szuberla
Phone: 734-678-3201

E-mail: Szuberla@gmail.com
	Vice-President: Mrs. Wanda Walasek
Phone: 734-528-9267
E-mail: wandaw12@aol.com

	Treasurer: Mr. Michal Olszewski
Phone: 734-677-4216
E-mail: olszewsm@umich.edu
	Secretary: Mr. Marcin Osuchowski
Phone: 734-975-1628
E-mail: marcino@umich.edu


Advertisements
	Polish American Congress Ann Arbor Chapter Board offers Business Card advertising on the PAC Newsletter.  $20.00 fee. Send your business card by e-mail to: annarborpolonia@yahoo.com or by post office with your check made payable to:

Polish American Congress

Ann Arbor Chapter P.O. Box 130763 Ann Arbor, MI  48113

Please Support those who support you by advertising in your PAC Newsletter.
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