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Annual PAC Picnic!!!

    We are happy to inform everyone that the PAC Annual Picnic will be held on August 21, 2005 (Sunday) at Dexter Huron Park, Central Park Shelter from 2:00 PM until 6:00 PM. 
    The Address is - 6535 Huron River Drive, Dexter, MI 48130.  
    All members, their families, and friends are cordially invited to join the event. Those who are guests or non-active members please be prepared to contribute $6.00 to PAC.  We will provide shelter, soft (and not-so-soft) drinks, Polish sausage, and table service. Please bring your favorite dish to share with others!
    As our tradition goes, we will have an auction this time as well. Please bring one item for sale: old or new, small or big, priceless or worthless, no matter what, we will have great fun.  Just like last year, we will organize our beer mug/glass competition.  The owner of the most original mug / glass will be awarded with a bottle of good beer.  Do not forget to bring your favorite beer vessel.
    Parents of very young children should be advised that the picnic takes
place on the banks of the Huron River.

Dexter Huron Park, Central Shelter
August 21st, 2005. 2 – 6 PM
6563 Huron River Dr, Dexter, MI 48103
Admission fee to the park:  $4
“Karol: A Man Who Became Pope” on American Television
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“Hallmark Channel is honored to present the U.S. television premiere of “A Man Who Became Pope”, the remarkable, true story of the life and times of Pope John Paul II. It is the first biopic on the life of the late Pontiff produced and broadcast on American television. The late Pontiff watched this movie before he died, and the Vatican is quoted as saying the Pope was “impressed” and “appreciative.”
Showtimes: August 15th, 8PM ET; August 21st, 9AM ET. 
Our Annual Bonfire is coming up
Our annual bonfire is coming up in the early fall. Additional information will be provided in the next newsletter.
Note our new E-mail address
We have changed our e-mail address. The new PAC e-mail address is: pac.ann.arbor@gmail.com. Please note the change.
Zygmunt Brzezinski Lecture
    The Piast Institute will soon present its third annual Dekaban lecture.  This year, the featured guest is a former security advisor to President Carter, Dr. Zbigniew Brzezinski.  
    Born March 28, 1928 in Warsaw, he received a B.A. and M.A. in political science from McGill University, in 1949 and 1950 respectively, and in 1953 earned his doctorate in political science from Harvard.  He taught at Harvard before moving to Columbia University in 1961 to head the new Institute on Communist Affairs. In 1958 he became a U.S. citizen.  During the 1960s Brzezinski acted as an adviser to Kennedy and Johnson administration officials. In 1973, Brzezinski became the first director of the Trilateral Commission, a group of prominent political and business leaders and academics from the United States, Western Europe and Japan. After his victory in 1976, Carter made Brzezinski national security adviser.  He became an outspoken critic of the Nixon-Kissinger over-reliance on détente, a situation preferred by the USSR, favoring the Helsinki process instead, which focused on human rights and peaceful engagement in Eastern Europe.
    Currently, Dr. Brzezinski holds a prominent Robert G. Osgood Professorship of American Foreign Policy at Johns Hopkins University and simultaneously works as a counselor at the Center for Strategic & International Studies.  Brzezinski has been active as a writer, teacher and consultant.  His major works include: Grand Failure: The Birth and Death of Communism in the Twentieth Century (1989), Out of Control: Global Turmoil on the Eve of the 21st Century (1993), The Grand Chessboard: American Primacy and Its Geostrategic Imperatives (1997), The Choice: Global Domination or Global Leadership (2004).

    The event is scheduled on September 23 (Friday), 2005 at the Detroit Athletic Club (241 Madison Avenue, Detroit).  
    The price of $75 per person includes luncheon and parking.  For additional information, please call: 313-664-0321. Checks with payment may be send in advance to the Piast Institute: 2926 Caniff, Hamtramck, MI 48212.
From the Bookshelf
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The book I would like to recommend has been around since September 2003, so it is hardly a recent reading. Yet, it is so captivating and moving that one, even not overly interested in the II WW stories, should not hesitate to read the book, for it is a real page-turner.

    “A Question Honor The Kosciuszko Squadron: Forgotten Heroes of World War II” by Lynne Olson and Stanley Cloud is the gripping, little-known (at least to a non-Polish reader), and brilliantly told story of the scores of Polish fighter pilots who helped save England during the Battle of Britain. After Norman Davies and his work focusing on contemporary, political history of Poland, Ms Olson and Mr. Cloud have done the Poles and the cause of honest history-telling a great service.

    There were some 8500 Polish airmen (a total of 200,000 Polish soldiers, air force, and navy eventually fought with America and Britain) serving in Royal Air Forces (RAF) during the Battle of Britain and the II WW.  Centering on five pilots of the renowned Kosciuszko (303) Squadron, the authors show how the fliers, driven by their passionate desire to liberate their homeland, came to be counted among the most heroic and successful fighter pilots of World War II. Drawing on the Kosciuszko Squadron’s unofficial diary—filled with the fliers’ personal experiences in combat—and on letters, interviews, memoirs, histories, and photographs, the authors bring the men and battles of the squadron vividly to life. We follow the principal characters from their training before the war, through their hair-raising escape from Poland to France and then, after the fall of France, to Britain. We see how, first treated with disdain by the RAF, the Polish pilots played a crucial role during the Battle of Britain, where their daredevil flying skills soon made them legendary. 

    Surrounding this uplifting tale is a history of betrayal by the West, which at the official level ignored Poland's war with the Bolsheviks after WWI, then left it to the depredations of Hitler and Stalin, and then, after WWII, abandoned it to Communist rule and domination by the Soviet Union - all this despite repeated promises to vindicate Polish independence and freedom. If the very nadir of this long history of Western backstabbing comes when the U.S. and Britain recognize the post-war Soviet-puppet government of Poland, the most symbolic moment comes when the British are conducting their Victory Parade, on June 8, 1946, and the Labor government invites Communist Poland to take part but, lest Stalin be offended, bars the Poles who actually fought for England.
    Cloud, a former Washington bureau chief for Time, was also a national political correspondent, White House correspondent, Saigon bureau chief, and Moscow correspondent for Time. Olson was a Moscow correspondent for the Associated Press and White House correspondent for the Baltimore Sun. She and Cloud are married and live in Washington,D.C.

Contact Us

Whenever you have a question, comment or complaint, please contact us:
	President: Mr. Marcin Szuberla

Phone: 734-678-3201

E-mail: szuberla@gmail.com
	Vice-President: Mrs. Wanda Walasek

Phone: 734-528-9267

E-mail: wandaw12@aol.com

	Treasurer: Mr. Michal Olszewski

Phone: 734-677-4216

E-mail: olszewsm@umich.edu
	Secretary: Mr. Marcin Osuchowski

Phone: 734-975-1628

E-mail: marcino@umich.edu


Advertisements

	Polish American Congress Ann Arbor Chapter Board offers Business Card advertising on the PAC Newsletter.  $20.00 fee. Send your business card by e-mail to: pac.ann.arbor@gmail.com or by post office with your check made payable to:
Polish American Congress, Ann Arbor Chapter
P.O. Box 130763 Ann Arbor, MI  48113
Please Support those who support you by advertising in your PAC Newsletter.
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