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XII Annual Polish Film Festival in Ann Arbor
The Polish American Congress, the University of Michigan Polish Club, and the Polish Student Society “Społem” are happy to announce the 12th Polish Film Festival in Ann Arbor.  The festival will be held in the Lorch Hall Auditorium at 611 Tappan Street, Ann Arbor, MI 48109-1220.  The suggested daily donation is $15 for adults and $8 for senior citizens and students.  Please come at least 30 min. before the show to find a parking spot.   For details, please visit Polish Film Festival Website at: http://www.umich.edu/~polska/film
Program of the Festival
Saturday, Nov 12th, 6:00 p.m.
Opening of the Festival and introduction of the Festival guests.

· 6:15 p.m.
„From “Solidarity” to the Freedom” [„Od Solidarności do wolności”] (Documentary, PG, 2003, dir. Krystyna Mokrosińska, 37 min) Solidarity – a common word, which took on a whole new meaning in Gdańsk in the August of 1980. This documentary presents the roots of the “Solidarity” movement in Poland and its implications for Europe and the world.
· Intermission
· 7:20 p.m.

EXILES: The Unknown Heroes of Solidarity
[Wygnańcy: nieznani bohaterowie Solidarności] (Documentary, PG, 2005, dir. Sławonir Grunberg and Krzysztof Piotrowski, 50 min). This is the story of the “Solidarity” activists who in the early 1980’s were involved in the fight for an independent and democratic Poland. After martial law, the government forced them to leave the country, often with no chance to return. Many of them immigrated to the U.S. and started a new life there. Through the interviews this documentary shows what they are doing now and how they view the events from 25 years ago, which so dramatically affected their lives.
· Intermission
· 8:30 p.m.
“The Welts” [Pręgi] (Feature film, rated R, 2004, dir. Magdalena Piekorz, 91 min) this contemporary drama analyzes the impact of an abusive childhood on the adult life. It intertwines with reflections about maturity and readiness for fatherhood. The story is laid out in two time-shifted, but connected threads. The first focuses on the childhood of the main character – Wojciech – who was raised by a single father, lives through his adolescence marked by a repetitive and cruel abuse from his parent. The second unravels Wojciech’s adult life, his attempts to avoid any emotional contacts with the world, and determination not to repeat his father’s mistakes.
This film has won multiple awards, including Grand Prix at the 2004 Polish Film Festival in Gdańsk and the Golden Duck Award for the Best Polish Film in 2004.

Sunday, Nov 13th, 5:00 p.m.
Opening of the Festival and introduction of the Festival guests. 

· 5:15 p.m.
“The Girl in the Poster” [Dziewczyna z plakatu].(Documentary, rated PG, 2001, dir. Ewa Pięta, 28 min). The documentary traces the life of Magdalena Figur, whose picture astride a tractor became an icon of socialist propaganda. In 1949, when the picture was originally taken, she did not know that the tractor would become so central to her life, so inseparable. She always strived to live up to the expectations set by a socialist ideal captured in the poster. In the early 50s, she lead communist parades, and was immortalized on the old newsreels. After that, plowing the fields and taking care of the tractor always carried the most importance. The machine became a substitute for her personal life.
· 5:45 p.m.
“Like a Butterfly” [“Jak Motyl”]  (Documentary, rated PG, 2004, dir. Ewa Pięta, 28 min). The award-winning documentary tells the story of a 23 year old Przemek, who - even though physically handicapped (a quadriplegic since birth) – is nevertheless extraordinarily intelligent. Unable to communicate with the outside world since his early childhood, the man struggles to show that he is able to understand others and express himself in his own particular way. Finally, after 16 years, his enormous effort succeeds, allowing him to open his mind to others. Przemek quickly learns Blissymbolics, which enables to represent virtually any idea or concept by combining and recombining a relatively small set of basic symbols. He is also a member of a scouting team. His poem “Love” was printed in the press and won awards at handicapped youth festivals. 
· 6:15 p.m.
Panel Discussion on Documentary Films in Poland and in the USA. The panel discussion with the festival guests, Polish documentary film makers: Ewa Pięta and Sławomir Grunberg will be moderated by U of M Professor Herbert Eagle, an expert on Russian and East European literature and film, literary and film theory.  There will also be a Q&A session with the festival guests. Polish-English interpreter (if needed) will be available.
· Intermission
· 7:30 p.m.
“The Body” [“Cialo”] (Feature film, rated R, 2004, dir. Tomasz Konecki and Andrzej Saramonowicz, 98 min). The movie can be interpreted in many different ways. As a black comedy with likeable characters of essentially Polish personalities (drawing comparisons to “The Teddy Bear,” “The Cruise,” or “I Hate Mondays”), it mocks the gangster film noir. The story, revealed gradually in a chronologically broken way, is based on the absurd, dark humor. The plot follows the misfortunes of a (dead) body, stealthily abandoned by many who come in contact with him. It uncovers the world in which nothing is what it seems: a gangster boss is the Siamese twin connected at the hip with his lawful brother, a nice old lady has quite an unusual profession for a retiree, the homeless outsiders are sensitive fans of “Winnie the Pooh”, and the sexy girls turn out to be nuns.
The Festival Guests
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Ewa Pięta            Sławomir Grunberg
Raffle
Recently, PAC Ann Arbor has received a package from Poland containing dried mushrooms. During the 12th Film Festival we will sell tickets for the Mushroom Raffle. You can buy one ticket for $5 or 5 tickets for $20.  All money will be devoted to the “Parcels to Poland” action.

Elections in Poland
In recent September general elections the Conservative Law and Justice party (PiS) led by Mr. Jaroslaw Kaczynski, with 27% of votes comes first in. The second party, the Civic Union (PO) with Mr. Donald Tusk as one of the leaders, polled 24% of votes. Mr. Kaczynski and Mr. Tusk are both former activists of the Solidarity trade union, which led the country away from Communism. The Law and Justice party secured 155 seats in the 460-seat legislature, while the Civic Platform obtained 133. The parties also have different visions of Poland's place in the world. Mr. Tusk's Civic Platform sees EU membership as an opportunity and they want a speedy adoption of the euro. But Law and Justice are more wary of Brussels and want to delay getting rid of the Polish currency, the zloty.
Turnout among the 30 million Polish voters was about 40%, compared to 46% at the last election in 2001. The figure was the lowest in a parliamentary election since the fall of Communism in 1989. The vote is being seen as a major snub to the ruling left, who have been hit by scandal and seen unemployment rocket to 18%, highest in the European Union. The ruling Democratic Left Alliance (SLD) trailed in a disappointing fourth place behind a radical farmers' party, the Self-Defence Party, which won a 12% share.
In the second major political event of this year that took place on October 23, the presidential election, the conservative Lech Kaczynski will be the new Polish president after defeating the Civic Platform's Donald Tusk. The final results showed he had polled 54%, compared to Mr. Tusk's 46%. The result leaves the Law and Justice Party holding the two top jobs in the country.

Lech Kaczynski's victory caps a remarkable family history, since his twin brother Jaroslaw is currently the chairman of the pair's Law and Justice Party. The brothers are stridently anti-communist and Lech campaigned to become the "President of the Fourth Republic" to symbolize a complete break with communist influence. Jaroslaw, despite his initial promises, turned down the post of prime minister so as not to endanger his brother's chances in presidential election. Instead, he proposed the little-known former physics teacher Kazimierz Marcinkiewicz as premier. Forming of the coalition between Law and Justice and Civic Platform that seemed natural and inevitable at first, stalled during the presidential election campaign. After the relatively surprising defeat of Mr. Tusk in presidential election the talks took a sharp turn and left two parties in deep disagreements over the vision of Poland’s future and even more over the allotment of power in the newly forming cabinet. As an effect, a conservative minority government has taken office in Poland last week. The cabinet is dominated by the traditionalist Law and Justice party and pledges to defend Catholic values. Prime Minister Kazimierz Marcinkiewicz has eight non-party technocrats in his 17-member cabinet, which ends the rule of former communists. Being a minority, the government will need ad hoc alliances to push its program through, relying on support from far-right and populist parties at times. But it first has to win parliamentary approval in a vote on 10 November. 
Marcin Osuchowski

Wigilia – Oplatek
Our annual Wigilia / Oplatek will take place on December 3rd, right after the Mass celebration, at the St. Francis of Assisi Church in Ann Arbor.  Mass will start at 6:00 p.m. Everyone is kindly invited. Remember to bring food to share with others (potluck).
Meeting with Teresa Kaczorowska
In November, Mrs. Teresa Kaczorowska a journalist and writer will arrive with her 2nd visit to Ann Arbor. Meeting with Mrs. Kaczorowska at the UM is being organized. Mrs. Kaczorowska will talk about the leading Polonia activists in XIX century. Meeting will be held at the UM Union building (Pond Room) on November 18th, at 7:00 p.m. For more information please contact Mr. Tadeusz Witkowski who organized this sponsored lecture, 734-761-3394.
November – month to remember those who passed away

Traditionally in Poland, November is the month to remember family members or friends who passed away. A Holly Mass for the souls of PAC members who died was recently celebrated. 
Contact Us

Whenever you have a question, comment or complaint, please contact us:
	President: Mr. Marcin Szuberla

Phone: 734-678-3201

E-mail: szuberla@gmail.com
	Vice-President: Mrs. Wanda Walasek

Phone: 734-528-9267

E-mail: wandaw12@aol.com

	Treasurer: Mr. Michal Olszewski

Phone: 734-677-4216

E-mail: olszewsm@umich.edu
	Secretary: Mr. Marcin Osuchowski

Phone: 734-975-1628

E-mail: marcino@umich.edu


Ongoing Sport Activities

	Basketball

Tuesdays 7:00pm – 8:00pm.  The men’s League plays basketball at Logan Elementary School.

(2685 Traver Rd, Ann Arbor 48105). The event is open for newcomers.



	Soccer

Saturdays 10am – 12am.  The men League plays soccer at Clague Middle School.

(2616 Nixon Rd, Ann Arbor 48105). The event is open for newcomers.



	Biking

Occasionally on Sunday mornings we will have leisure bike ride from Ann Arbor to Dexter (along Huron River Dr.) for coffee and bagels. The ride is for 20 miles roundtrip. For details and confirmation please call Krzysztof Galus at 734-761-6563. Racing bike (kolarzowka) is recommended.



Advertisements

	Polish American Congress Ann Arbor Chapter Board offers Business Card advertising on the PAC Newsletter.  $20.00 fee. Send your business card by e-mail to: pac.ann.arbor@gmail.com or by post office with your check made payable to:

Polish American Congress

Ann Arbor Chapter P.O. Box 130763 Ann Arbor, MI  48113

Please Support those who support you by advertising in your PAC Newsletter.
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Elegant Central European Dining
Pastries - Tortes « Soups * Salads.
Tradionl Foods &Vegsarn Slctions
Candielight Dinners with Live Classical Music
‘Wine, Beer, Liqueurs & Special Coffees

122 East Washington Street * (734) 665-8767
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